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between All Mohammed and Spiro Dimitri, so the other great
Powers must be represented too!"

In spite of all the drawbacks, the establishment of the mixed
courts was an important achievement in the history of modern
Egypt. They gave an impetus for the study of law on modern
lines in Egypt, and caused the Government to institute the
national law courts based on the Code of Napoleon, modified
to suit Mohammedan conventions. The new national courts
were first introduced in 1883 seven years after the inaugura-
tion of the mixed courts.

And, in spite of the evils attendant upon introducing
foreign courts using foreign languages, there can be no doubt
that the mixed courts have been responsible for the prevalence
in Egypt of a sense of justice and equity hitherto unknown to
the people.

The Khedive welcomed the project, because the courts did
away with the obnoxious consular courts and because they
served as a proof of his good faith in respect of his engagements
towards foreign creditors; for it has to be borne in mind that
the courts wielded a power superior to that of the State,
although in principle it was impossible to execute the law
against the State or the Khedive. According to one article,
the Khedive and all the members of his family were liable to
be judged by the courts in cases involving the interests of
foreigners. The new courts could also decide the case of a
foreigner whose rights of any sort were interfered with by an
act of administration. Again, because the new courts had to
take cognisance of the new fiscal laws enacted by the State, it
was interpreted by the courts that no law modifying the exist-
ing financial order of things could be valid without the con-
sent of the Powers who were signatory to la Reforme. This
was a glaring encroachment on the legislative rights of the
State. IB feet, it virtually paralysed the State and its legis-
lature until 193^, when the Montretfx Convention put an end
to the Capitulations.

Whether or not the Khedive foresaw the consequences of
these dauses restricting the power of the State and the Khedive
is a fsatter open to doubt; but it is certain that the monster
wliieb Ismail "created in place of the hydra-headed consular
jurisdiction dM m the end help to hasten his downfall. Did